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Highlights

 First K-12 LEED Platinum school in the world
 Constructed wetlands treats waste water on site
 80% of produce is sourced locally 
 students participate 240 minutes of Physical education/ week
Description

Sidwell Friends Middle School is designed to use 60 percent less energy and 93 percent less water than standard construction. Its green roof helps to reduce the urban heat island effect, and the campus is certified as wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife Federation.  The school participates in a Community Supported Agriculture cooperative and obtains healthy food and ingredients from local organic vendors.  All eighth graders complete an Earth Systems course, and sustainability is infused in other courses throughout the sixth through eighth grades.  Students are conducting a long-term study of bee populations on campus with the help of the U.S. Geological Survey.  They have participated in environmental restoration and conservancy projects in places as far away as Hawaii and Alaska, as well as down the road at neighboring schools.  Seventh and eighth grade science courses focus on four significant environmental issues that will confront students: biodiversity loss, global climate change, water stress, and human population growth.  At the end of eighth grade, each student writes a personal code of environmental ethics based on what they have learned, which is included in their middle school time capsules.
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