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Highlights

 A one-acre nature center

 Built in 1902, renovated to include LEED features

 An Energy Star score of 68 

 A 10% reduction of energy use over 12 months 

 A 29% reduction in water use over 12 months

Description
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When a Washington Yu Ying Public Charter School student is dropped off in the morning, they probably walk through the Nature Center, constructed with the help of many partners such as Earth Day Network, Groundswell, Project Learning Tree and Forest Service International Programs.

 

The Nature Center includes; trails, a pond, and an observation deck, all of which provide opportunities for hands-on outdoor learning.  Included in this hands on learning is a large school garden, which is used to teach students about sustainable agriculture, nutrition, and the environment.

The school’s use of the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program curriculum allows for the incorporation of environmental and sustainability topics into many subject areas.  In particular, the “Sharing the  Planet” theme explores how to share finite resources with other people and living things.
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